
BA(Hons) Photography Level 4 (2020)  

Reflective Journal Overview  
Please place this Overview at the front of your Reflective Journal. Also submit a 
Cover Sheet for your Journal.  

Unit Title: Photography and Materials (1H4Z0301)  

Summary of Requirements:  
The reflective overview is a summary of your thoughts and reflections on your  unit as 
a whole. This should identify and focus on your developing analytical  and critical 
understanding of contemporary and historical photographic practices.  

You should also define key craft and technical skills acquired to support the 
development of your studies. Reflect on all components of the unit; Group 
Tutorials, Methods Workshops, Lectures, etc.  

This summary should total 500 words and must be based upon the material 
gathered in your Reflective Journal.  

Student Name:  Elzbieta Skorska 
MMU ID No:  20055782 
Group Tutor:  Alan Jones 
Date:  28.10.20 

What variety of sources have you used to gather the information  to 
support your practice? (Library / key publications / key  exhibitions / 
talks, Online etc) 
 
  
My development involved a lot of online research, Youtube, 
webpages of artists, Netflix photography documentaries, general 
web search, material sent over to us in emails, and gathered during 
lectures and talks (mostly links to pages, art magazines, etc.). I 
read the article recommended during the summer titled ''What is a 
photograph''. I am reading ”Photography'' by David Bate, and Daido 
Moriyama Tate book release. The further reading included all the 
study recommended for the unit, ”On Photography” by Susan 
Sontag, ”The Photograph as Object'', and ”Fixing the Image” from 
‘’Photography’’ by Stephen Bull. I researched and followed a 
variety of new artists on Instagram. I visited the Liverpool Tate 
Museum for an exhibition of Don Mc Cullin photography, as well as 
a featured display of contemporary art.  
 



 
 
From the research developed, outline the key areas of 
Photography that have you engaged with most this term?  
 
 
From my research, I believe that I engaged the most with 
collage/photomontage, luminogram, photogram, light and shadow 
experimentation.  I feel like I learned a lot while researching for the 
Photographing the unseen-able task. Additionally, I found the 
approach from the summer project- mistakes and mishaps very 
liberating and will make a conscious effort to carry those aesthetics 
with me forever. 
 
 
 
 
Select and discuss ways in which the work of one particular 
photographer/artist has affected and inspired you in your 
approach to your work?  
 
 
Throughout my analysis of light and shadow tasks and camera 
obscura, I came across the work of Michael Jackson. His 
luminograms absolutely overwhelmed me with their beauty and 
inventiveness, and I found myself thinking about his style and 
techniques on numerous occasions. I am very passionate about 
abstract art and photography, and discovering techniques of 
photogram and luminogram was notably innovative for me. It made 
me reflect on other damages to the photographic paper and film 
that I could engage with (during a session in a dark room, I 
experimented with developing some of my water damaged films. 
The effect was very unusual and beautiful). I aspire to investigate it 
more in the future. 
 
 
How has this research helped you understand and develop 
your  own practice? 
 
 
I significantly advanced my understanding and skills of collage technique. 
The process of research supported me to flourish my practice by presenting 
me with new ideas and concepts. Through analysis and application of it, I 
found particular methods that unquestionably fascinate me, and I reflect on 
them frequently. I am looking forward to gaining more knowledge and 
expanding more on my preferred ones. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What have you learnt that is new to you (skills, knowledge, 
methods, approaches, etc)? 
 
 
I encountered an array of new skills and techniques that I hope to exercise 
in the future like, packing paper transfer, Schlieren Imaging. Additionally, I 
learned about and utilized techniques of the photogram, luminogram, 
assemblage, camera obscura, darkroom, gif, Chladni plates. 
I elaborated on familiar techniques and aesthetics (collage, wabi-sabi, 
traditional photography), and I discovered new approaches. Wonderfully 
liberating mistakes in the summer task, the stunning effect achievable solely 
by using light and an object,  
 
 
What are the key ideas and themes in your Reflective Journal, that you 
think will form the foundation for the next term’s study? 
 
I believe that the key ideas and themes that I will carry forward with me will 
revolve around working with photographic paper (photograms and 
luminograms as well as water and other damage to the film), developing 
and practicing my collage, photomontage skills, activism, play with light and 
shadow creating abstract images. 
 
 
 
What 3 things do you feel you need to do to develop over the next 
unit?  

1.  Dark Room skills. 

2.  Go out more to take photographs ( this intertwines with becoming faster 
at writing, which takes me too long, so I don't have surplus time, plus the 
current circumstances make it more challenging). 

3.  Rent more equipment and learn how to use different cameras. 

 


